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Hello everyone! I hope this newsletter finds winter players rested, and summer players getting back into the 

swing of things! Well done to all the teams from Winter 2008 … with 66.7% of our teams making finals, 83.3% of 

those making Grand Finals, and 40% of them taking out Premierships!  

The committee is undertaking a couple of big projects over the next 12 months, which include deciding on the 

best option for our members for new courts and clubrooms, and also revamping the website to make it more 

modern, informative & user friendly. Make sure you keep an eye on the website for all the most up to date news 

and information. It’s updated pretty much on a weekly basis. Member input on both projects is definitely wanted, 

so get in contact with us to let us know your ideas! 

Make sure you also look through this new style of newsletter … packed with important information. 
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What an exciting year it has been both on the court and off! 
 
Firstly, Health Partners coming on board as the major sponsor. This is a fantastic opportunity for the club to focus 
on our junior development and the improvement of facilities and training equipment & materials for the club. This 
is just the start of what I hope will be a very fruitful and positive partnership between Health Partners and the 
Wildcats. 
 
Just as  important are the team sponsors and I would also like to thank the following partners for their support 
throughout the season. 

�� BHP Billiton 
�� Australian Wine Marketers 
�� Ising Auto Brokers 
�� Leckomm Electrical 
�� Metro Detailers 
�� Keith Bowden Electrical 
�� Thomas Drafting Services 

 
During the season we had 9 teams competing and it was a very exciting last few weeks with 6 of these competing 
in the finals series. 5 of these were successful in making it to the final game of the season and we congratulate all 
those girls who represented the Wildcats so well in September. 
 
For all those that went out to watch the Grand Finals it was a nail biting day and all the players, coaches and 
supporters did a fantastic job. Only two teams were successful but it is the depth of the club that is exciting and 
the improvements we have made since the inception of the Wildcats Netball Club. 
 
It was also a very special year for Viv Scopelitis who became our newest Life Member. Viv has been and still is a 
player, coach, umpire, committee member and supporter of both the Glandore and Wildcats Netball Clubs over a 
long period and her life membership was a fantastic way of acknowledging her loyalty and tireless support of both 
clubs.  
 
Another big thank you to everyone who helped out for Violet Day at ETSA Park on August 2nd. As you know, 
Sheree Josling, a past player of the Wildcats, lost her battle with meningococcal earlier this year and it was a 
special day for all involved raising money for the Paige Weatherspoon Foundation, fighting meningococcal dis-
ease. This is the first opportunity Wildcats have had to hold a day like this at ETSA Park and we thank ETSA 
Park for their support and all those who volunteered on the day. 
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Our committee has been great over the last year with everyone pitching in to help at different times of the 
year. I would like to thank all the committee members for your time, commitment and support throughout this 
year.  
Maria Loy  Secretary 
Kerry Karutz Treasurer 
Deidre Simpson Umpires 
Rachel Gates  Uniforms  
Belinda Laird-Britton  Communications 
 
And the general committee members 
Alice Dyson 
Diane Russack 
Felicity Newton 
Joanne Leonello 
Lee Johnson 
 

Invoices for summer season fees have been handed out to coaches, please ensure you have received one. 
All payments are due by 3rd game (4th Nov.). 
Payments can be made by cash to coaches/team managers, cheques made payable to Adelaide Wildcats 
Netball Club can be posted to PO Box 64, Edwardstown SA 5039 or Internet transfer details are on the in-
voices. Please contact me if you require a fee payment plan on (removed on website) or email  
(removed on website). 
 
Our Fee Policy Guidelines can be found on our website and should be read by all players.  
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Just a quick note regarding the HOT WEATHER POLICY FOR SUMMER SEASON. If the temperature is 36 
degrees as announced on 5AA at 1pm all matches will be cancelled. If temperature is between 34 degrees 
and 36 degrees as announced on 5AA at 1pm, quarters will be reduced to 12 minutes each. 
More drinks breaks will be allowed, but time IS NOT STOPPED and NO COACHING IS ALLOWED. 
  
Please do not call  Ros Collins, ETSA Park, or 5AA to find out if matches are cancelled.  You will be con-
tacted if matches are cancelled.  I believe that City Night will also update the website with this information.   

$�+��
�

As always, uniforms and accessories are available for extremely reasonable prices, at almost cost price. If 
you require any items, please contact me as soon as possible. We also have a very limited number of sec-
ond hand bodysuits available for purchase, depending on the size you require. 

 

The warm up tops are out and hope everyone is loving wearing them. Please provide any feedback that you 
may have. 

Bodysuit (with ribbon & socks) $95 Beanie/scarf pack $20 

Jacket $80 Scarf $18 
Polar fleece jacket $40 Beanie $5 

Bag with name on it $28 Socks $10 
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A special thank you to all the coaches at the club this year. Due to personal commitments (having a baby) I 
wasn’t able to spend much time or effort with anyone this year, so I hope the little effort I did put in was worth 
something. A special thanks to my assistant Felicity Newton who ably stepped in during my absence. Felicity 
facilitated a lot of the fitness training sessions this year decreasing the load to make it more manageable for 
me during the significant change in my life. It also made my year even more enjoyable by just having her 
around to give another opinion or support when required. 
 
Thanks to Bindy for her support whilst also coaching the A grade and Junior 5’s. I’m not sure how she does it 
whilst also fitting in motherhood, but she was a great asset to have round and provided a fantastic communica-
tion service between the A grade and League and also the B2’s when player movements were required.  
 
This has been a great year for Wildcats with 4 out of 5 senior teams playing in finals – and 2 out of 4 junior 
teams. In the end we had 5 teams on Grand Final day to support.  This is an awesome achievement and I 
would like to congratulate all of the coaches at the club on the significant achievement – and hop they reaped 
the rewards from their hard work in 2008. 
 
Well done to Steph who coached 2 senior teams – hard work and a premiership as a reward is a great way to 
start her coaching career with Wildcats.   Hopefully next year will be smoother. 
 
Well done to Lee - another grand final appearance.  I know that it’s small comfort but if you keep making grand 
finals one day it will be your turn for the win, hopefully next year.  Lee should be proud to see a number of the 
rookie coaches at the club this year are players from his previous teams.  This says a lot about his coaching. 
 
Well done to Casey and Thiela on a grand final appearance in their first year as coaches, something special 
here, and to Viv for taking her team up a grade and then into the grand final.   It’s difficult to coach a team with 
10 players, but she managed it well and then came so close to a premiership. 
 
Thanks to the Committee once again for their fantastic support.   The Wildcats committee members are always 
so receptive and supportive of any ideas or requests we have which makes my role that much easier. 
 
On a sad but happy note, as most of you probably already know, I accepted an offer from Matrics to coach their 
State League Reserves Team in 2009 and have resigned from my role as Head Coach and League Coach at 
Health Partners Wildcats. I keep pinching myself to check if it’s real!!!! While I will miss everyone I hope that the 
new friends I have made and the old ones I have re-kindled will continue in the future. 

This year has been one of the most awesome years of my life as I gave birth to my beautiful daughter Lauren 
and was able to share it with so many friends. To share a premiership with a great group of girls, which is a rare 
achievement and something to be cherished and then to top it off by being asked to coach a State League Re-
serves team makes me feel on top of the world. For those that know me well, netball is a significant part of my 
life and this is only something I could have dreamt of happening. All of this I could not have achieved without 
the fantastic help and support of you guys. Matrics would have only noticed me by my success at Wildcats, 
getting to a grand final and losing by the barest of margins in 2007 and then winning a premiership in 2008. I 
could not have achieved this without 2 great teams, 2 great squads and great support from players, coaching 
staff and committee members at the Wildcats. Believe me when I say to you all THANK YOU so much, and if 
nothing share in my joy as I continue to grow in my passion of NETBALL. Love you all!!!!! 

Diane    XXX 
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We are looking for umpires for the summer season played on Tuesday nights (seniors/inters) and Friday nights 
(primary/sub juniors/juniors), starting on 14 October 2008. So if you know of anyone who wants to earn some 
extra cash please let me know ASAP! It's not bad for just over an hour's work! Anyone wishing to become an 
umpire will receive full support and training assistance, and ETSA Park is running umpire training sessions. We 
also supply season entrance passes for those who umpire for us regularly. 
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What a wonderful season for a very talented group of girls in the league team. The Wildcats 
can now boast the best team in the AMND competition with their win of the AMND League 
Premiership. In the end I think anything other than a premiership would have been disap-
pointing as this group of girls are one of the most talented teams in the competition. 
 
The season began well and other than a few hiccups, most teams would have bench-
marked us as the team to be beat for the flag. Even though our first few wins weren’t con-
vincing we were getting the premiership points and as we did in 2007 the hope was that we 
would start slow and peak at the end. 
 
During the season myself, Felicity and Rachel were all absent for a short time to give birth, 
and during these times we adequately covered for each other without too many disruptions 
to the teams. 
 
This season was a very normal season to last year, with no disruptions to the programming 
and the AMND have now covered the problem of stacking with rules in place to protect 
clubs that do not have State League or Reserves teams. I think the best way to describe 
this season is that we peaked at the right time, on grand final day, saving our best for last. 
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The A Grade was dominated by SHOC’s, Flames and Contax ... all of whom are more than 
capable of playing in the AMND League. During matches I found it difficult to decide who 
was on where and when, due to the incredible depth, talent and diversity in this team. We 
had players who dominated their positions, but there were always others who were easily 
able to take over. The team’s commitment to trainings was outstanding, and they definitely 
gave everything they had in all our matches. We finished 4th in a competition which, as I 
mentioned, has at least 2 teams that belong in the AMND League, so I reckon we actually 
finished 2nd. :)  We have definitely made our mark this season and our A Grade position is 
locked in. I can’t wait to see what these girls can do in the future, and I can see opportuni-
ties for them at the League level opening up very soon. Thanks to Di, Felicity & the League 
side for the training sessions and scratch matches, and in particular Felicity for the out-
standing fitness sessions which definitely helped us get through some tough matches. I 
know the girls and I really appreciate everything you did. Thank you again to the umpires 
this season – it goes without saying that without you we couldn’t play. Thank you again to 
Deidre for all your work this year, and also for organising umpires for all our scratch 
matches. We really appreciate all the work you do. Thank you also to club sponsor Health 
Partners, and our team sponsor BHP Billiton. Your support really does make a difference. 
 
Again on a personal note I want to sincerely thank the girls for their patience with me. It is 
my first year as a senior coach where I’m not also playing, and at the A Grade level. Their 
support of me during my pregnancy, and subsequently having Charlize out there during 
matches was amazing. I know I sometimes probably asked too much of them (things look a 
lot easier from the sideline!), but it was only because I believe in them and their ability. You 
did an amazing job girls and you should be really, really proud of yourselves. 
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After sitting in 2nd place on the ladder for half the season, at the beginning of July we hit top 
spot and stayed there by winning all of our remaining games. Our team was enhanced with 
the return from having babies of Rachel Gates and Kristy Whyatt.  Kristy played a vital role 
filling the centre position to balance out our side nicely. These additions allowed us to settle 
as a team and grow in strength from week to week.  I would like to thank and acknowledge 
the C1 players who filled in on many occasions – Kristy Smith, Kate Helmore, Lousie Friebe 
and Kim Kennedy all did a great job assisting the B2’s to the finals.  We did it the tough way 
to the Grand Final by losing our first final and then having a draw at full time in the second 
final.  Fortunately the team pulled together in overtime, drawing on their inner belief and 
incredible focus and determination to win by 6 goals.  That strong finishing netball continued 
into the grand final where it was hard to believe that we’d lost to the same team in the semi 
two weeks earlier.  They were invincible on the day that mattered the most and cruised to a 
19 goal victory to take out the B2 Premiership. This is a very talented bunch of netballers 
who deserved the result they got. Well done ladies – bring on B1 next year!  On a personal 
note I’d like to acknowledge the unfaltering support that the Captain, Kim Sampson, and 
Vice Captain, Kim Field, gave to me for the whole season – thanks ladies your shared lead-
ership was most appreciated and welcomed.   
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This team was a bit like the Port Power of AFL this year – it was full of “if only’s”!  We didn’t 
make finals but could have easily ended in the top four if only one or two of our close games 
had gone our way.  We had 2 draws and lost 4 games by less than 4 goals.  This side is 
better than the scoreboard showed.  We were impacted by the fact that most weeks one or 
two of the players needed to go up to the B2’s to fill in and this affected our ability to settle 
as a side and our goalers were struggling to find consistent form.  The players did what was 
asked of them, week after week, and tried hard. Thanks to the C3 players who so willingly 
filled in (Petria Smith, Kate Sellar, Anna White and Cassie Bentley).   It was very pleasing in 
our last game of the year to finally see the team play to their potential and they looked great 
and finished on a terrific win.  I really enjoyed coaching the C1’s, thanks ladies for your fun, 
your commitment and your willingness to try new things.  
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What a great season the C3’s had. We started in C4 and won the first 4 games by margins 
that showed we were definitely in the wrong grade. Being regraded into C3 gave the girls a 
better competition and an opportunity to play some good netball against some better 
sides.  After losing a few games we finished sharing 4th position and just sneaking in by 0.8 
%. Just goes to prove that every goal, miss, tap, spoil, intercept and effort counts! Coming 
from that position we went on to win both finals to get into the Grand Final. Unfortunately a 
better side beat us on the day, but the girls were proud of their achievements and we all 
agreed that it was a successful season regardless of the loss. Thanks to the girls for a great 
season and thanks to all who supported us! 
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As the only Wildcats Inter team this Winter, we ended up using 8 different fill-ins during the 
season, some quite regularly and one match only 3 of our team available meant it was quite 
hard to get consistency on the court. However, with only 3 wins for the season, we actually 
still managed to finish 6th on the ladder. Whilst the team wasn't that successful in terms of 
wins, we saw the emergence of some quality players with a lot of potential . 
  
We welcomed four new players to the club, Bel, Taylor, Emma and Brydee who provided a 
lot of versatility to the team and fit into the Wildcat atmosphere extremely well. The season 
also saw a new budding GS forming in Loren Panno who previously had only been GK and 
typical of a goalie had some of her best games on the indoor courts. We also saw the two 
senior members of the team Steph and Laura B consistently encourage and provide great 
leadership on the court and I wish them well in their move to seniors. 
  
I would also like to take this opportunity to thank Sue Sherwell for assisting me this season. 
An extra set of hands on Saturdays makes all the difference! Thanks girls for a great fun 
filled season, there were certainly some frustrating moments as a new coach but providing 
great laughs along the way! 
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What an amazing season it turned out to be for this team. After very strong performances at 
the start of the season they earned their promotion to Junior 2. I could not have predicted 
how well we would perform or how much the girls would develop. At around the half way 
mark of the season we needed to win five of the remaining eight matches to make finals. 
We would not lose another minor round game to finish minor premiers, which was an 
achievement in itself. Their performances during the finals were nothing short of fantastic, 
unfortunately we would lose the Grand Final by only three goals. As is normal for these girls 
they gave their all right throughout they season and they are simply inspiring. 

Alex and I had a fantastic time coaching and we hope the girls had as much fun as we did. I 
don’t believe they can understand what they have achieved, I have never seen a team 
achieve so much. We hope the girls are as proud of what they have achieved as we are. 
There is more to come. 
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The season started in controversial circumstances with a 1 goal loss to the eventual pre-
miers, Woods Panthers (1), after their time keeper forgot to re-start the clock after a stop-
page. After lodging a protest, I had to attend a hearing, and it was decided the match had to 
be replayed  on a Monday night! We lost that dramatic game by 4 in the dying minutes after 
sticking with them all match. Unfortunately that ended up being the story for us for most of 
the season ... challenging all the top teams, coming so close, just to let them get away in 
the last quarter. We had the ability to beat every team in our grade but for some reason 
weren’t able to finish off our matches. The last part of our season was much more pleasing, 
beating the 3rd placed Cheerio, and a couple of other teams who were higher than us on the 
ladder. It was only with 2 games to go that we couldn’t make finals. Michelle & I would like 
to congratulate the girls on a hard fought season, and a very entertaining one, with the girls 
all getting along so well ... too well at times even! :)   We hope they enjoyed the season and 
really want to see them all back next season. They’re all very talented players, and wonder-
ful girls. 

 

Thank you to the Junior 7 players who were rotated through out team and for the scratch 
matches at trainings. Thank you to the Junior 5 parents for your excellent support through-
out the season in both making sure the girls got to trainings and matches, and especially for 
fulfilling the duties roster so well. Thank you to all the umpires for the season, and espe-
cially Deidre, who came out every Wednesday night for training, and co-ordinated the um-
pires on Saturdays. You do an amazing job and we’d all be lost without you. Thank you to 
club sponsor Health Partners, and to our team sponsor Keith Bowden Electrical. Your sup-
port really does help keep costs to players down, and assists us to remain a community and 
family orientated club. 
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The girls had an interesting season as they treated trainings like gossip sessions rather 
than taking it seriously. It didn't take them long to gel as a team winning a few games at the 
start. They had a few ups and downs through the season, nearly missing out on finals. Win-
ning the last 3 games in the minor round saw them making it through to the Grand Final 
where they put up a courageous fight, but unfortunately went down by 8 goals.  

These girls had a strong season where they all developed as players, and they were really 
great to coach. We will miss not seeing them every week.  

Good Luck with the future girls! 
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Health Partners Most Valuable Player Lia McNab �

Health Partners Excellence Award Alice Dyson �

Health Partners Most Promising Intermediate Emma Winen �

Health Partners Most Improved Intermediate Loren Panno �

Health Partners Most Consistent Junior  Caitlin McArdle �

Health Partners Most Improved Junior Bonnie McKenzie �

Life Membership Viv Scopelitis �

AMND League  Health Partners Runner Up Most Valuable Player Merrin Ising 

 Health Partners Coaches’ Award Casey Schmidt 

A Grade BHP Billiton Best & Fairest Kirsty L 

 BHP Billiton Runner Up Best & Fairest Alice Dyson 

Senior B2 Lekcomm Best & Fairest Rachael Hogen-Esch 

 Lekcomm Runner Up Best & Fairest Aimee Tanimu 

Senior C1 Health Partners Best & Fairest Felicity Clark 

 Health Partners Runner Up Best & Fairest Kristy Smith 

Senior C3 Australian Wine Marketers Best & Fairest Cassie Bentley 

 Australian Wine Marketers Runner Up Best & Fairest Jasmine Gaskell 

Intermediate 5 Ising Auto Brokers Best & Fairest Brydee M 

 Ising Auto Brokers Runner Up Best & Fairest Annabel Hewett & Taylor van Loon 

Junior 2 Metro Detailers Best & Fairest Rochelle Balnaves 

 Metro Detailers Runner Up Best & Fairest Emily Martin &  Nicole Rohde 

Junior 5 Keith Bowden Electrical Best & Fairest Jordana Thomson 

 Keith Bowden Electrical Runner Up Best & Fairest Melissa Bennetts & Ella McDonald 

Junior 7 L & C Thomas Drafting Services Best & Fairest Kellie Farrugia 

 L & C Thomas Drafting Services Runner Up Best & Fairest Leigh McIntyre 
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Full Name Kellie Nicole Bennetts 

Nicknames Kel, Benno junior 

Age (removed on website) 

Suburb you live (removed on website) 

Occupation Student - I’m meant to learn 

School / Workplace (removed on website) 

Married / Single / Boy or girlfriend Single :(  

Kids / Siblings 2 sisters, Amy and Melissa  

(who also plays for Wildcats) 

Where you’ve lived Just in Adelaide 

Ideal job and why At the moment I want to be a personal trainer, but I 

doubt I could ever be as fit as all the trainers out there 

Part of personality best known for At school I’m always loud and happy, you barely ever 

see me grumpy  

(except when made to do laps at training for dropping 

balls! Ed  :) 

Favourite sport other than nettie Footy (GO THE CROWS!!!) 

Favourite tv show Home & Away ... I’ve watched it for years 

Favourite holiday destination Well I like going up to Wallaroo in the country 

Doing what, where, in 10 years’ time In 10 years’ time I’ll be 24 so hopefully by then I’ll be a 

personal trainer - maybe even playing netball for the 

Thunderbirds! 

Years playing nettie Like millions! Nah, um 8 years, this will be my 9th 

How did you come to be a Wildcat My sisters and cousin Tori played for Wildcats. I was 

at Woods Panthers but moved to Wildcats (much bet-

ter here) 

Years with Glandore/Clovelly/Wildcats 1 winter season and this will be my 2nd summer  

Positions played on court C, WA and now WD thanks to Bindy 

Position you least like to play & why GK - I’d get too bored ... I like to run around 

Best coach you’ve ever had & why Bindy cause she’s just the best & Mich - she’s awsum 

(ha! So the bribe worked Kel! Ed.) 

Favourite thing about the Wildcats The people, especially the players. I get along with all 

of them so well 

Nettie goals for the future To keep playing for the Wildcats and hopefully play for 

the Thunderbirds and even Australia! 

(you go girl! Ed) 

Pets 1 dog - Cooper 
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POSTAL: 

PO Box 64, EDWARDSTOWN  SA   5039 
 

COURTS: 

York Avenue, CLOVELLY PARK 

Gertrude Street, GLANDORE 
 

INTERNET INVOICE PAYMENTS: 

Bank SA   BSB        105-093   Acct       355047040 
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COMMITTEE   

President Alison Prior  (removed on website) 

Secretary Maria Loy 0418 812 579 djmcloy@bigpond.com 

Treasurer Kerry Karutz  (removed on website) 

Uniforms Rachel Gates  (removed on website) 

Umpires Deidre Simpson  (removed on website) 

Newsletter & 
Website 

Bindy Laird-Britton  (removed on website) 

A1 Rachel Gates  (removed on website) 

B1-A Bindy Laird-Britton  (removed on website) 

B1-B Rachel Bray  (removed on website) 

B3 Viv Scopelitis  (removed on website) 

C1 Alex Hatzipavlos  (removed on website) 

C2 Kerry Constantine  (removed on website) 

Inter 2 Lee Thomas  (removed on website) 

Inter 4 Alice Dyson  (removed on website) 

Junior 4 Thiela Kirk  (removed on website) 

Junior 6 Deb Oag  (removed on website) 

COACHING TEAM   

�

DATE TIME WHAT WHERE CONTACT 

DECEMBER     

Sunday 7th 10am—12pm 2009 A Squad Trial #1 Clovelly Park courts Maria Loy 

Wed 10th 7—9pm 2009 A Squad Trial #2 Clovelly Park courts Maria Loy 

Sun 14th 10am—12pm 2009 A Squad Trial #3 Clovelly Park courts Maria Loy 

     

JANUARY 2009    

Tue 27th 7pm & 8:30pm 
Senior & Inter Summer  

Season recommences 
ETSA Park Your coach 

Fri 30th 7pm & 8pm 
Junior Summer  

Season recommences 
ETSA Park Your coach 

     


